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(British Association)

Founder member of the Confederation of European Scouts (C.E.S.)

The European Scout Federation (British Association)
The European Scout Federation (FSE) is a Scout organisation for males and females and is composed of
the following sections: Otters, Wolf Cubs, Scouts, Rovers and Rangers. Our organisation keeps to the
traditional methods of scouting that the founder Robert Baden-Powell set out in “SCOUTING for BOYS”.
We are completely independent of the other British Scouts, (Scout Association, B-P
Scouts, British Boy Scouts, Guide Association and other independents). The FSE is not in
opposition or rival to the other Scout Organisations in Great Britain or Europe. It is a
medium for those who prefer its methods. The Patrol system for example is used for its
original purposes, to teach leadership, resourcefulness and obedience. We retain
Baden-Powell’s progressive training system of Tenderfoot, Second class and First class
badges.
It is our opinion that the original tests and uniform provide a unique appeal because they do not
favour those youngsters with academic intelligence, sporting skills or plenty of money. The ‘old’
ideas of woodsmoke are not necessarily “old hat”.
OUR SECTIONS:
OTTERS
WOLF CUBs
SCOUTS
ROVERS AND RANGERS

(boys or girls) - 5 years to 7 years
(boys or girls) - 7 years to 11 years
(boys or girls) - 11 years to 16 years
(boys or girls) - 16 years with no upper limit

If you would like to know more about the European Scout Federation please go to the FSE Website
www.fse-scouts.eu or write to:
European Scout Federation (British Association),
Registered office: c/o Nigel Wright Accounting,
Branwell House,
Park Lane,
KEIGHLEY.
Or contact your nearest Province Commissioner:
Central Province – Derbyshire, Gloucestershire and Lincolnshire
Laura Symonds, Province Commissioner, Tel: 07841017664
East Pennine Province – Yorkshire and Tyneside
Joanna Ward, Province Commissioner, Tel: 01924 525152 or 07833490442
Iceni Province – Cambridgeshire
Fran. Alsop, Province Commissioner, Tel: 01353 741269 or 07757223626
West Pennine Province – Lancashire and Cumbria
Sarah-Jane Keating, Province Commissioiner, Tel: 07889223834
The F.S.E. (B.A.) is a member of the Confederation of European Scouts (C.E.S.).
For more information about the C.E.S, log onto www.ces-scout.org
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What’s in store?
Don’t be so blinkered …

Read the latest “Woodsmoke”
and get the wider picture!
Doing something interesting? …
Don’t sit on it! …

Tell us all about it by sending
your articles and photographs
to “Woodsmoke” NOW!

Send your articles & photos to:

See page 5

See page 14

Kevin Smith,
49 Marlfield Street,
MANCHESTER,
M9 4BA.

See page 22

kayjay.smith@btinternet.com

Issue 123 Vol 2/18 is now available on the FSE Website: www.fse-scouts.eu
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Y0UR Photo Page

Send in your photos from your Colony, Pack, Troop or Crew night, or events you have
organized or attended, and we will try to print them in a future issue of “Woodsmoke”
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Rover/Ranger Moot, 2018 – Delft, The Netherlands
Every year, usually in early September, Rover crews from all over the country come together for a Rover
Moot. Often we are joined by a number of FSE Rovers from Holland. A couple of years ago the Dutch
Rovers asked if they could host our annual Moot in Holland for 2018. As we all love a trip, we readily
accepted and so, in late August, we set off on our travels to Delft in Northern Holland. Many Rover crews
took the opportunity of making a weekend event into a mini-holiday and spent time before and after the
event sampling Holland. This really was a trip of planes, trains, automobiles, ferries and bicycles.
The Impeesa & Pynot Rover Crew decided that, as Holland
was the land of the bicycle, they would ride from
Chesterfield to the campsite. Around 10 of the crew hopped
on their ‘bikes and set off for the port of Hull to catch a
ferry to Rotterdam – a journey of about 85 miles. This was
duly dispatched over the course of two days at a leisurely
pace. Day two was particularly challenging in the buttocks
department, but at least they made the ferry! The going was
much easier in Holland - being flat as a pancake - and a
lovely day was had moseying along to the camp site via the
lovely town of Delft.
All in all, around 50 Rovers from the UK made the trip to
Holland. As well as the Impeesa & Pynot, the Black Heron,
Buccaneer, Inca, Knights of Ni, Mohawk, Navajo, Seminole
and White Rose Crews were all represented. The event was
also attended by some other European Rovers from
Germany, some of whom we had only recently seen in
England for the Rover Centenary Moot.
It is always nice to see the same faces from around Europe,
and some new ones, and demonstrates that Rovers really is a
brotherhood and creates lifetime friendships across
nationalities. It’s also really handy when you are in a foreign
country and need a place to sleep or some assistance!
At the campsite, Astrid, one of the Dutch Rovers and a frequent visitor to the UK Rover events, made good
on her promise to cook tea for the cycle crew. The campsite, a few miles from Delft, was a lovely setting in
the forest. The Dutch, with their usual levels of efficiency and organisation, laid on a wonderful site, a great
social and fire area, and a nice programme for the weekend.
We split into multi-national groups on one of the days and had a meander around the local country side,
following a treasure trail of sorts to collect photos and answer questions from the local towns, farms and
countryside, eventually stumbling across a local town summer fair. The Dutch organised a huge barbecue
for us and expertly cooked a wide selection of meat. That always goes down well with a bunch of hungry
Rovers!
Some Rover Crews continued their holiday after the event, whilst the others made their way home and back
to work – very tired and probably not that efficient the next day!
Our gratitude and thanks go to the Dutch Rovers for organising another excellent event. The 2019 Rover
Moot, will be hosted by the Navajo Rover Crew - venue TBC - , likely somewhere nearer to home, but no
less enjoyable I’m sure.
Jonathan Sanderson – Impeesa & Pynot Crew/ HQ Commissioner (Rovers and Rangers)
5

Rover/Ranger Moot, 2018 – Delft, The Netherlands (Cont.)
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West Pennine Province Camping Competition – 2018 - Dunham Park Scout Camp
This year’s West Pennine Province Competition Camp was held at Dunham Park Campsite in Altrincham.
The camp was attended by three patrols … 1st Lancashire, 2nd Lancashire and 6th/15th Lancashire.
This year’s theme was “Rovering”.
The camp followed the usual format of patrols arriving from
6.00pm onwards on the Friday, and having the evening to
begin setting up camp, followed by a Patrol Leaders Court of
Honour at 9.30pm to explain the programme for the rest of the
weekend. Supper was served as 10.30pm, with lights out at
11.00pm.
The Patrols had Saturday morning to
complete their sites and then in the
afternoon, following lunch, they had an
activity. Each of the Patrols was given two
barrels and five pioneering poles, with no
oars, to build a raft which could hold three
patrol members. They then had to propel
themselves to the other side of the pond and
back.

After the rafting there was some free time
followed by the competition meal. For the
meal the patrols needed to include ingredients
beginning with each of the letters from the
word ROVERING. The evening’s activities
were a campfire, with songs and sketches from
each Patrol, followed by a wide game.
On Sunday morning following breakfast and flag break, the main Camping Standards inspection was carried
out. The Patrols then began to take their sites down, have lunch and be ready for flag down and trophy
presentation at 2.00pm.
During the weekend each patrol was marked for cleanliness after every meal, raft building, the competition
meal, the campfire songs and sketches, camping standards inspection, the weekend menu and final site
inspection. Camping Standards were very high from all three patrols this year. Well done to them all!

Patrol

Total Points

1st Lancashire

314.5

2nd Lancashire

335.5

6th/15th Lancashire

340

After eleven years of 2nd
Lancashire dominance,
there is finally a new
winner!
“BRAVO” to the
6th/15th Lancs. Troop!

"Thanks” to all the leaders for their support over the weekend.
Jason
JasonMillin
Millin– –1st1stLancashire
Lancashire (Mohawks)
(Mohawks)
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The Cornwell Scout Badge
The Cornwell Scout Badge is an award presented to Scouts in respect of pre-eminently
high character and devotion to duty, together with great courage, endurance or gallantry.
It is granted only to Scouts under the age of 18 who have an outstanding record of
service and efficiency.
On June 2nd. 1916, a Scout, whose name has become a part of Scouting history, died in Grimsby Hospital –
John (Jack) Travers Cornwell – he was 16 years old.
When Jack left school he became a van boy with a tea firm. When he was 15 he joined the Royal Navy, and
in July 1915 he entered the Boys’ Training Establishment at the Royal Naval Barracks in Devonport.
In May 1916 he was appointed to H.M.S. Chester and acted as sight-setter on his gun. It was a most difficult
and responsible position. He would receive his instructions by earphones from an Officer higher up who
could see the target, and set the dials which governed the aiming of the gun.
It was World War I, and on May 31st. 1916, H.M.S. Chester was sent into action
– the Battle of Jutland. The Chester engaged in battle with three or four enemy
light cruisers. A salvo at short range swept the Chester’s decks - the concentrated
fire of all the guns of one of the cruisers - and it brought disaster to Jack
Cornwell’s gun crew. Every man was dead, dying or wounded – only Jack
remained at his post, but his face was white and drawn. A shell fragment had
struck him near the heart. He was dying. The battle raged on, but still he stood
alone, despite great pain, waiting steadfastly for orders in case he might be
wanted. The battle ended, and he was carried below.

Jack Cornwell VC

Following Jack's death in Grimsby on 2 June, the Daily Sketch newspaper
reported that he had been buried in a mass grave near his family home in Manor
Park, Essex (now Greater London). The press coverage ensured that Jack became
a popular hero; his body was exhumed and re-buried with full military honours on
29 July, and he was awarded the Victoria Cross on 15 September.

Because Jack Cornwell had been an enthusiastic member of his local Scout Troop, a thousand Scouts had
participated in his funeral procession and lined the route. Our founder, Sir Robert Baden-Powell,
posthumously awarded Jack the Bronze Cross, Scouting's "highest possible award for gallantry".
In September, 1916, the criteria for the Cornwell Scout Badge were announced. In the original scheme,
eligible boys had to be First Class Scouts, have earned certain key proficiency badges and have gained an
award for bravery or "to have undergone great suffering in a heroic manner".
The first recipient of the Cornwell Scout Badge was Patrol Leader Arthur Shepherd, who had assisted the
Coastguard during the wreck of the hospital ship, HMHS Rohilla,
in a severe gale at Whitby in October 1914. His duties had
included running messages and fetching rescue equipment along a
steep narrow ledge, on a cliff that was being washed by high
waves. He had also led his patrol in assisting the Coastguard
during the German bombardment of Whitby in December of the
same year. The badge, which was actually the manufacturer's
sample and the only one in existence at the time, was presented
by Baden-Powell at a rally in Middlesbrough in December 1916,
Arthur Shepherd, aged 94
in front of the Archbishop of York and 3,000 Scouts.
Since his death, the Cornwell Scout Badge (sometimes known as the Scouts V.C.) has been awarded in his
memory. All through Scout training the Scout Promise and Law is mentioned, to try to show that it is part of
how we live and not just something we say.
Jack Cornwell kept his Promise – have you kept yours?
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????? Puzzle Page ?????
How many triangles?

How many ways does the bottom picture differ
from the top one?

Can you find
the right
path from
Start to
Finish
without
getting
frozen out?

Answers on page 25
Which well known phrase or saying is this?

Which next?
Which of the five shapes
shown on the bottom line
follows after the three on
the top line?
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We’re All Going to the Zoo … 3rd/4th Lancashire Scout Group
It was the last day of September. It was overcast … it was cold … it was windy. Worst still … it was early!
Oh! … and it was that so called “day of rest” – Sunday! Outside the All Saints Youth
and Community Centre, in Newton Heath, Manchester, thirty three Otters, Wolf Cubs,
Scouts, Leaders and parents huddled together for heat, like a colony of penguins …
very appropriate, as we were waiting for the arrival of the coach which was to whisk us
off for a fun filled day at Blackpool Zoo.
The coach was half an
hour late, during which time one or two
members of the party had made short work of
their packed lunches! Everyone eagerly
clambered aboard, and off we went. The
weather had done nothing to dampen the
enthusiasm of the children, and the coach was
soon filled with the sound of singing, excited
chatter, and the muffled chomping of one or
two more members of the party making short
work of their packed lunches!
Once inside the zoo we set off to explore the
grounds. Although we all kept together
throughout the trip, the children were split
into small groups, each in the charge of a
leader or parent, as this made it easier to keep tabs on any stragglers. We ended up with the same number we
started with, so the strategy obviously worked!
The Otters attending the outing were told that one of their
activities at the next Colony meeting would be for them to
draw their favourite animals. Some of those drawings can
be seen on the following page.
Meanwhile, the Wolf Cubs had to find out as much as
they could about the creatures on show, in order to try to
complete part three of the Naturalist proficiency badge.,
This requires a Wolf Cub to “visit a zoo and tell the
examiner about any six animals (not native ones) kept in
a zoo, their country of origin and feeding habits”.
Feeding time at the zoo!
During the course of the day we managed to see virtually
all the exhibits, and also to take in the performing seals show, during which the few that actually still had
them ate their packed lunches! There was even enough time before the coach returned for those who still had
any left to “let off steam” in the children’s play area. Finally, a visit to the zoo shop proved to be a magical
experience … all the children’s remaining spends disappeared in a flash!
Back on the coach the noise on the return journey was somewhat muted, not surprising as it had been a very
long and “full on” day. No doubt the addition of “gob stoppers” and “Gummy Bears” to the mouths of the
children also contributed to this! There was also no doubt that everyone had had a really enjoyable day’s
outing. Although it remained “wintery” for most of the day, the rain had held off until the death (it
absolutely poured down the second we arrived back at the Youth Centre!) and, at least as far as the visit was
concerned, there was never a dull moment! Most importantly from the leaders’ point of the view, the
behaviour of the children was exemplary during the whole of the day. They were great ambassadors for
themselves, our Group and our organisation as a whole!
Kevin Smith
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We’re All Going to the Zoo … (cont.)

“Our favourite animals …” (a selection of the Otters’ drawings)
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Bits and Bobs from 6th./15th. Lancs. Group
“BRAVO”
to Jonathon
and Kieran,
as they say
“Goodbye”
to 15th Lancs
Cub Pack …
pictured just
before they
leap-frogged
over to
Scouts!

Otters making Otters at a recent Colony
meeting as they prepare for their Craft
proficiency badges.

Cubs in the 15th Lancs. Pack practice folding
their clothes as part of the “Tidiness” test of the
First Star award.

Coming Soon !
Massive congratulations to “Grey Wolf”, our
Cub Instructor with the 6th Lancs. Pack, who is
part of Middleton Brass Band and who became
2nd Section National Champion at the recent
National Finals Brass Band Contest held in
Cheltenham.

Next year’s Rover/Ranger Moot will be hosted by
our Group’s Navajo Rover Crew.

Details to be announced!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

C.E.S. Eurojam - 2021: q) where will it take place?
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a) Somewhere in England!

Two Years On!
On 5th November (a little later than usual) 3rd/4th Lancashire Scout Group celebrated its 2nd Anniversary
since restarting.
We have come a long way in the last twelve months, expanding the
group to now have Scouts, who are doing amazingly well. They came
2nd place on the incident hike at Yorkshire Rally and were the most
improved Scout Patrol over that weekend. We have 16 regular Otters
and a waiting list. The Cubs are still going strong, and will have a
steady stream of new Cubs from the ever growing Otter colony.
We have recruited three potential new leaders, Warren, Craig and
Ian, who were all Scouts in 3rd Lancs, so it is great to see them back.
We have also invested a brand new leader, Vonda, who liked what we stood for so much when she brought
her son along that she decided to join as well! An amazing job she is doing too, with the Cub Pack.
Finally, massive congratulations to our Akela, Sarah McManus, on the birth of her beautiful baby boy
Reggie, who was born on 22nd October.
To celebrate our 2nd anniversary we had a belated Halloween
costume party, played party games and held a disco dance off

(including a “floss off”). Following
this, we all tucked into a buffet feast,
provided by parents, which would
have lasted longer if it had been
attacked by a swarm of locusts!
Logan Parker
Otter of the year

We also had Cake!!!
Eating and drinking (soft drinks
only!) was then followed by the more
serious presentation of the shields for
Otter, Cub and, for the very first time,
Scout of the year.
“BRAVO” to each of the recipients!
After the presentations, and all too
soon, it was time to head for home.
We all had a great evening (and so
did the parents).
Bring on the next 12 months!

Jayden Ballard
Wolf Cub of the year

Donna Halliday – GSM, 3rd/4th Lancs.
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Phillip Nixon
Scout of the year

Remembrance Day Parade, 2018 … Middleton (Manchester)
Taking part, once again, in our local annual
Remembrance Day Parade, members of the
6th/15th Lancs. were once again immensely
proud of our Group. In usual Mancunian
style, it was cold and rainy, but this didn’t
stop almost 70 of our members parading
through the streets of Middleton!
We paraded to the Cenotaph to join in the
remembrance service, observe a two minutes
silence, lay our wreath
and raise our flags.
Bravo to all the Wolf Cubs who learnt the National Anthem in preparation for the
Service!
After the service we paraded back through Middleton to McDonalds where we all
enjoyed a well-deserved treat!

Well done to everyone that attended!

Akela Charlotte - 6th/ 15th Lancashire Scout Group
14

Remembrance Day … Why the Poppy?
The poppy has a long association with Remembrance Day. But how did this distinctive
red flower become such a potent symbol of our remembrance of the sacrifices made in
past wars?
Scarlet corn poppies (papaver rhoeas) grow naturally throughout Western Europe. In
the wild, their seeds can lie dormant for many years when they lie deep beneath the
soil, and then will often germinate in mass when the soil is disturbed and they are
brought to the surface. This can happen when a fallow field is ploughed, or by the upheaval caused by the
action of heavy shelling during periods of warfare. The destruction brought by the Napoleonic wars of the
early 19th Century transformed bare land into fields of blood red poppies, growing around the bodies of the
fallen soldiers.
In late 1914, the fields of Northern France and Flanders were once again ripped open, as World War One
raged through Europe's heart. Once the conflict was over, the poppy was one of the only plants to grow on
the otherwise barren battlefields.
The significance of the poppy as a lasting memorial symbol to the fallen was realised by the Canadian
surgeon John McCrae in his poem “In Flanders Fields”. The poppy came to represent the immeasurable
sacrifice made by his comrades and quickly became a lasting memorial to those who died in World War One
and later conflicts. It was adopted by The Royal British Legion as the symbol for their Poppy Appeal, in aid
of those serving in the British Armed Forces, after its formation in 1921.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
New Poppies out of Old Bottles
For Remembrance Day this year, Girton Cubs made poppies using recycled
plastic bottles.
We cut the bottoms off the bottles, and painted them red with black in the
middle. We then used green pipe cleaners to make the stems.
Ollie and Austin went to the village Remembrance Day service at St. Andrew’s
church in Girton.
St. Andrew’s church – Girton Village

by Aaron, Arthur, Gabs and Ollie - 1st/2nd Cambs. Pack
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Leader
Training
Department

Otter, Wolf Cub and Scout PTC

I would like to congratulate all those that attended
the PTC held at St John Fisher’s back in November
2018. I am pleased to say all the 12 participants
passed with flying colours. Each participant left with their certificate and a Gilwell woggle. They are all
now set to continue their training with the appropriate study papers that each of them now has.
There is a plan to run another PTC in March
- see dates in the FSE 2019 calendar.
Which PTC will depend on the demand, and
on how many people sign up for which of the
courses. Should there be a large demand for
both courses, then the training team will look
for alternative dates to accommodate that
demand. The courses can all be booked
online. Look under “My Training” in the
members’ area of the FSE website.
Wood Badge Practical camp will hopefully
take place at Easter 2020. This can be
booked online as mentioned above. The
training team will also be looking at
alternative ways to deliver this training
without having to give up the Easter holiday.
More on this as and when we can review and
formulate the plans.

Wood Badge Preliminary Training Course – Nov. 2018

Emergency First Aid training is also available. Check Facebook and the website for more information.
Tony Ward – H.Q. Commissioner (Leader Training)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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More Bits and Bobs
Make a Turk’s
Head woggle

Some intrepid members of the
1st/2nd Gloucestershire Group
enjoying one of our regular
stream walking events.
The water may have been cold,
but the chocolate drinks we all
got stuck into after the walk were
lovely and HOT!
Mark Keene

1st/2nd Cambridgeshire Wolf Cubs made some
decorations to go on the village Christmas tree.
We made bells out of recycled plastic bottles. We
cut the bottom halves off the bottles, painted them,
then hung Christmas baubles inside them so that
they looked like bells. We then took then to be hung
on the tree.
Aaron, Arthur (Scout Helper) and Gabs.

Rover/Ranger Winter Projects
2018 - 2019

1 Find treasure of the deep by going Magnet Fishing.
2 Contribute to reducing waste by upcycling, and selling your efforts to raise money for your Crew,
Group or charity.
3 Cook a meal using nothing but electric irons. Practice at home, bring what you need to the Reunion,
and compete for the Rover/Ranger Cooking Competition trophy.
4 Take a journey to both the source and mouth of a river, visiting interesting places along the route.
5 Make a short (c5 mins.) documentary/mockumentary about your Crew or the people in it.
17

The Great Gift
2018 is the centenary of the end of the First World War,
which started on the 28th July, 1914, and continued until
11th November, 1918.
Following the end of this tragic war, memorials for fallen
soldiers sprang up all over the British Isles. Most took the
form of plaques, obelisks or sculptures in villages, towns
and cities.
Some families, however, chose to show their respect and appreciation for our gallant soldiers by donating
large tracts of countryside to the National Trust, to be looked after by the Trust, and to be preserved for the
enjoyment of all. A trio of such donations became known as The Great Gift.
Fourteen Lake District peaks were gifted to the National Trust
by Lord Leconfield, Dr. W.H. Hamer and The Fell and Rock
Climbing Club. Anyone who has visited the Lake District, even
if only briefly, will recognise the names of at least some of the
peaks which comprise The Great Gift. These include Scafell
Pike, Great Gable, Green Gable, Lingmell, Broad Crag, Great
End, Seathwaite Fell, Castle Crag, Allen Crags, Glaramara, Kirk
Fell, Base Brown, Brandreth and Grey Knotts.
If, in the future, you are ever lucky enough to find yourself
roaming over one of these magnificent peaks, perhaps you will spare a moment to reflect on the sacrifice
made by thousands of British Servicemen, who selflessly gave their lives to ensure that you have the
freedom to do so.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
St. Andrew’s Wolf Cubs
The 5th Lancashire (St. Andrew’s - Blackley) Wolf Cub
Pack celebrated St Andrews Day with a full programme of
Scottish themed activities.
These included: famous facts about Scotland, completing
making a St Andrews flag, which had been started by the
2nd Lancashire Girl Scout Troop, making little Scottish
bagpipers using the trusted toilet roll tube, haggis-tasting
(which went down very well) and playing the shortbread
game.
Luke Rutter and Jack Brady (seen here on the left) both
passed the Second Star tests.
They are now closing in on their Wolf Cub Award and
Leaping Wolf badges
BRAVO to them both!
See the next edition of “Woodsmoke” as to whether or not
they succeed….

Jad
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National Assembly 2018 Report
The National Assembly was held on Sunday 21st Oct 2018. Flag break took place promptly at 11.00am. The
meeting started in the usual manor with approval of the previous National Assembly minutes followed by
the National Leadership and FSE Departmental Reports. There were several other key points that were
discussed, below is a brief overview of the key points:
“Woodsmoke”
Kevin Smith expressed his concerns (yet again) relating to getting articles in for “Woodsmoke” and
suggested that should this continue he may be forced to step down as Woodsmoke Editor. Kevin asked the
following question “Is the “Woodsmoke” magazine still relevant and wanted”
It was unanimously agreed by the National Assembly that “Woodsmoke” should continue to exist.
Following some discussion a proposal was put forward to create a “Woodsmoke” Team to assist Kevin.
The “Woodsmoke” Team would consist of the following:



Kevin as editor of the magazine whose sole responsibility would be to put the magazine together
A member from each Province whose responsibility would be to ensure articles from all
activities/events held in their province get to Kevin on time

Province Commissioners have been asked to request volunteers to join the “Woodsmoke” team.
Safeguarding Strategy
A presentation was given to explain the future of the FSE safeguarding strategy for 2019 and beyond. This
presentation has been distributed to all Province Commissioners for them to disseminate. In summary our
strategy is as follows:








Consult with NSPCC
Review FSE Safeguarding Children strategy
Undertake Safeguarding Risk Assessment to determine what is needed
Undertake Gap Analysis of what FSE currently has in place versus what is expected by NSPCC
Follow NSPCC “The 9 steps along your pathway to safer practise”
Work with NSPCC to update our Safeguarding Six-Pack documentation
Review training and roles

I would like to reassure everyone that I and the FSE National Leadership are confident that our current
Safeguarding Children policy and practices are extremely mature. This is down to the hard word that has
been put in by a number of people over the last 15 years. However there is always room for improvement
and of course the NSPCC are constantly reviewing their own strategy. The FSE intends to take advantage of
the NSPCC's consultancy service for voluntary organisations to assist us with potential improvements to
our policy and procedures.
If you would like to discuss the future Safeguarding strategy of the FSE then please contact me directly
either by telephone on 07713 165210 or via email national_commissioner@fse-scouts.eu, Karen and I would
be more than happy to discuss any questions or concerns you may have.
FSE Documentation Suite
The National Secretary informed the meeting that various documents had been updated and further
documents were in the process of being reviewed with possible updates in the pipeline. A separate article in
this edition of “Woodsmoke” covers documentation.
(cont.)
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National Assembly 2018 Report (cont.)
National Commissioner’s Trophy
This year I awarded the National Commissioners Trophy to the 6th/15th Lancashire Scout Group. This
Group has a full Otter Colony, 2 full Wolf Cub Packs, a full Scout Troop and a thriving Rover Crew and
most of their sections have waiting lists.
Over the last 12 months they have introduced new leaders, new
parent helpers and are developing and encouraging their young
leaders to take active roles within the Group. As a Group they
have a very busy and active programme and organise many
Group and Section events of their own but never fail to attend
Province and National events. They support the Province in
organising events, they support their local community and they
support their local church.
In short they are the epitome of the perfect Scout Group. I congratulated them at the National Assembly and
I congratulate them again for the excellent work they do.
National Leadership Reports
There was a request for the National Leadership team objectives to be published which was agreed to and I
suggested that future National Assembly Reports should include an overview of future objectives rather than
just covering what has been achieved during the previous 12 months.
Date and Venue of St George’s Day Parade 2019
The date was confirmed as Sunday 28th April 2019 in the West Pennine Province. Further details will be
provided by Sarah Keating (West Pennine Province Commissioner).
Date and Venue of National Assembly 2019
The date of the National Assembly is Sunday 13 th Oct 2019. The National Assembly has been held at
Kantankye for the last 9 years and I believe the general feeling of the attendees of this year’s Assembly is
that they would like this to continue. However it was noted that a number of warranted leaders had not
attended. The National Leadership will review this over the coming months.
The meeting drew to a close around 3.00pm with thanks to David Edge for once again hosting the National
Assembly, thanks to the Iceni Province for providing lunch and thanks to all those leaders for making the
effort to attend.
Following flag down closing prayers were led by Christine Garner and the National Assembly was then
dismissed for another year.
Jad McCormack - National Commissioner FSE (BA)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Did you know ... ?
The Highwayman’s Hitch (First Class test 3)
was used by the notorious highway man,
Dick Turpin, to tie up his horse, Black Bess.
No matter how hard she pulled on her end,
she couldn’t get free, but if he was warned
the Bow Street Runners (the police) were on
his track, he could pull the end not tied to
Black Bess, and his horse was free at once!
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Wood Badge Reunion - 16th to 18th November 2018 - Dunham Park, Altrincham.
15 FSE Leaders with Wood Badges or who have undertaken any part of Leader Training gathered together
for the 15th annual Wood Badge reunion, and to spend time net-working, sharing ideas and experiences and
in fellowship with each other.
When my Group joined FSE 23 years ago we were struck by the welcoming and
supportive family feeling which existed between the Leaders within FSE, which I
am convinced is a particular strength of our organization.
The weekend is fairly low key but it has a structured programme which includes
discussions on topics of interest or burning importance to Leaders, starting on the
Friday evening and on Saturday and Sunday mornings. There is a brief Leader
orientated Scouts Own on Sunday to give food for thought, this year concentrating on the significance of
100 Years of Remembrance. There is an outing on the Saturday afternoon to a place of interest or a local
Christmas Market and a Christmas Meal and Party in the evening. Also this year we celebrated Chris
Dakin’s forthcoming 60th Birthday and enjoyed the wine he so generously provided.
People can come and go depending on their commitments, particularly this year, when Ann Dakin honoured
her higher calling by attending an audience with the Roman Catholic Bishop of Manchester.
Those working on papers for their Wood Badge or who have questions about training generally have access
to the Training Team for help and to smooth out any problems with their work. Our views, opinions and
suggestions regarding training, test work and badges are taken into account by the Training Team and
passed on to the National Leadership Team for further consideration. So the Leaders attending are used as a
Think Tank to streamline and make the training programme more customer friendly and attractive to those
undergoing training. Work has also been done to assist the revamping and updating of the Wolf Cub and
Second Class and First Class test requirements. We also get an opportunity to refresh our manual skills such
as tying Turks Heads and other
advanced knots and trying our
hands at various crafts. All in all
it is a most useful and enjoyable
weekend.
Next year, 2019, is the 100th
Anniversary of BP’s introduction
of Scout Leader Training, when
he started presenting to all those
who had completed their training
two wooden beads from Prince
Dinizulu’s beaded necklace, on a
leather thong which he called the
Wood Badge. The reunion is
open to all Leaders, since we are
all engaged in training, and I
would strongly recommend this
opportunity to share quality time.
Perhaps, since next year is special in terms of the Training calendar, you could save the event in your
diaries. It is always held on the 3 rd week-end in November and you can consult the FSE Diary on the
website. You also come away with a much coveted and attractive badge for your camp blanket but you have
to attend to get it. I am peeved that I have one missing because I couldn’t attend one year!
John Chrisp - GSM, 7th/8th Cambridgeshire (St Ives Marine Scouts)
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Our First Christmas Camp - 3rd/4th Lancashire Group
We all arrived at Dunham Park Scout Campsite around 6 o’clock on Friday the 30 th November 2018. We
found our beds and got changed into our comfy clothes then gathered around Raksha to find out the plans
for the weekend ahead.
Half of us then made paper chains and coloured in winter bobble hats. The other half of us made Christmas
tree baubles out of pine cones and colourful mini pompoms. We swapped over so that everyone got to do
everything.
We had Pizza for supper. YUMMY!!!
Kaa then split us into teams and we had a Christmas quiz. There were lots of different rounds. When the
quiz ended we all got into our pyjamas then we had hot chocolate and biscuits. After a trip to the toilets we
went to bed. We were too excited to sleep though. We think it was about 2am when the last one of us
finally fell asleep. Kaa, Raksha and Bagheera were not impressed! They got their own back on us though.
At 8 am they woke us up with the sounds of “Jingle bells”. We were all very tired but Bagheera woke us up
with her Rise and Shine exercise routine.
We had bacon, egg and hash brown for breakfast then made Christmas crackers to have on the table when
we have our Christmas Dinner later that day. We all got wrapped up in our warm walking clothes and went
for a walk in Dunham Massey deer park. We saw lots of Fallow
Deer and were lucky enough to have a talk about the Fallow Deer by
one of the Dunham Massey Rangers – Richard. He told us lots of
interesting information about the deer and even had Antlers for us to
touch – they are very heavy. Whilst walking around Dunham Park
we came across an Old Boy
Scout - Kev. Smith had
come along to join us for
Christmas Dinner.

Richard the Ranger

When we got back, the
… we went for a walk
Otters were also there to
join us for dinner. They made their own crackers to have on the
table. Raksha cooked an amazing Christmas dinner for all 28 of us.
It was delicious. After dinner we had a game of Pass the Parcel.
Unfortunately Santa was too busy to join us but he had sent presents
- our new FSE bags are great.

On Saturday evening we held “3rd/4th Lancs. has TALENT”. We saw a range of singing, dancing, comedy
and magic. The winner was ADAM MUSTAFA. Very well deserved. Keep an eye out on Facebook for
the winning act.
On Sunday morning after breakfast we had our Scouts own. We sang “Away in a manger”. We were split
into three groups and each group had a scene from the Christmas Story to perform. Then we sang “the 12
days of Christmas”.
We then made Winter Wonderland watercolour scenes using candle wax and watercolour paints. After we
had packed away the paints we packed our bags. We were sad it was time to go home. We really enjoyed
this weekend and can’t wait for our next camp.
Written by the Otters, Cubs and Scouts who attended the camp
(cont.)
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Our First Christmas Camp (cont.)
The 10 Scout Laws –
set to the tune of ‘How much is
that doggie in the window?’
A Scout’s on his honour to be
trusted
A Scout is loyal to the Queen
His country, his Scouters and
parents
And all those who work under
him
A Scout finds his duty to be
useful
To always help others along
A Scout, friend to all and a
brother
Whatever country, class, creed
they belong
A Scout strives to always be
courteous
A Scout is the animal’s friend
All God’s created creatures
Are safe when their needs we
attend
A Scout obeys orders without
question
Of parents, PL’s and leaders
A Scout smiles and whistles with
gusto
Whenever trouble occurs
A Scout tries so hard to be thrifty
And never spends more than he
need
A Scout knows he needs to be
clean
In thought and word and deed

By Linda Osgood – Inca Crew
A Joat is merely a long, forked stick, preferably of Ash wood, which can easily be carried when hiking,
but which can be used in many other ways, some of which are shown below:-
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FSE Documentation Suite
When did it start?
The first document the FSE ever produced was the Policies, Practises and Procedures document back in
2002.
Over the last 16 years the FSE Documentation Suite has had to evolve, grow and change to meet the
requirements of existing and new legislation that has slowly over time become applicable to voluntary
organisations as well as the workforce sector, and to ensure it is in line with absolute current best practise.
Why do we do it?
You may ask why we put so much effort and so much emphasis on our documentation suite.
At a recent PTC, I asked the question as to why we have such a documentation suite in place and the first
person to aloft their hand was a young leader (just turned 18) and his answer was “to protect both the
children and the adults within our Association”. He was absolutely spot-on and it was extremely refreshing
that such a young person understood why we have this in place.
Who does it?
Managing a documentation suite like that of the FSE is by no means an easy task and not a particularly
enjoyable one but one that is absolutely essential to ensure the safety and well-being of all our members.
As documented in section 48 of the National Constitution, the National Leadership is responsible for policy
leadership however this is normally extended to the National Leaders Council. Members of the National
Leaders Council dating back to 2002 have worked tirelessly year after year to ensure our documentation
suite is as up to date as it possibly can be.
How do we do it?
We follow a simple configuration management process which includes following steps:





A document is updated or new document created
The document is sent out for review to NL/NLC
Any comments received are reviewed and incorporated if applicable
The document is issued

Your feedback
Clearly it would be impractical to include all FSE warranted leaders as part of the review process but as has
been stated for many years, if you have any questions or concerns relating to any part of the documentation
suite, please don’t hesitate to put them forward either via your Province Commissioner or direct to myself or
the National Secretary.
What do we need from you?
We really need your support. When an updated or new document comes along please understand that it has
been written for the right reasons and not to make life more difficult for leaders. The National
Leadership/National Leaders Council is made up of warranted Leaders and thus we have to use the
documents ourselves, so I can assure we do endeavour to make things as simple as possible.
Thanks
I would like to thank all those people (there are too many to mention) who have in the past (dating back to
2002) been involved in any part of the creation of the FSE Documentation Suite, whether that be writing
polices, reviewing content or simply spell-checking and formatting a document.
Jad McCormack - National Commissioner FSE (BA)
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More Bits and Bobs from 6th./15th. Lancs. Group
In the run up to Christmas, the Wolf Cubs of the
15th. Lancashire Pack got in some practice for the
occassion by holding an activity night which was
full of festive fun!
Amongst other things, the boys got to “Pin the nose
on Rudolph”, walk like a penquin and try to eat a
bar of chocolate with a knife and fork, whilst
wearing oven gloves!
A really enjoyable time was had by all!
Members of our Navajo Rover Crew helping
Chris. Dakin to celebrate his 60th birthday!

Akela – 15th Lancs, Cub Pack

Answers to the quiz on page 9

How many triangles?

40

Which phrase or saying?

Don’t speak too soon
Which next? C

The dot moves one corner clockwise at
each stage, while the circle moves two
places anticlockwise

16 + (8x2) + (4x2) + (1x2) + (1x2)

25

How many differences?

8

CES Meeting 2018 - Brussels
This year’s CES Confederal Council was held at the amazing Domain de Chevetogne Parc, located south
of Brussels. The FSE (BA) Delegates and Young Leaders travelled via a plethora of different modes of
transport including ferry, plane, train and car all eventually meeting up around 2.00pm on Friday 26 th Oct
2018. Things didn’t start off too well as we were basically left in a café bar until around 5.30pm, when
access to the accommodation blocks became available. We entertained ourselves for several hours, including
a train ride around the park. After rooms had been allocated (of sorts) and other European delegates started
to arrive, dinner was served followed by an evening of catching-up with old friends.

The Confederal Council started promptly at 09.30hrs on Saturday morning and went through the usual
agenda items of President’s report, National Associations reports and financial report. Following this a large
part of the morning was taken up discussing potential changes to the CES Statutes. For those that don’t
know what the CES Statutes are, they are the CES’s version of our National Constitution just a thousand
times more complicated! The morning session came to a close around 1.00pm and, following lunch, we
were treated to an excursion to the Domain of the Caves of Han which were excellent. If you are ever
passing through I would highly recommend dropping in. We returned to site around 6.00pm and the
Confederal Council delegates reconvened to push a little further on with the agenda, with Mark
Kronkendonk giving a presentation on next years’ Whitsun Camp. The meeting was closed for the day
around 8.00pm and the rest of the evening was left for dinner and socialising.
The Confederal Council resumed at 9.45am on Sunday morning with myself, ably assisted by AJ, presenting
the FSE British Association’s bid for Eurojam 2021. Following the presentation I formally asked the
Confederal Council if they were happy for FSE (BA) to host EJ2021 and this was unanimously agreed by
the Council. Following this and several other items, the Confederal Council was temporarily drawn to a
close and the General Assembly meeting was opened to enable delegates to formally vote on the CES
Statutes changes discussed the previous day. This took a while……! After the General Assembly was
completed we returned to the Confederal Council for the last agenda item which was to elect the new CES
Bureau. A team of people consisting of Wouter Aarts, Verena Borger, Maite Orens and Brian Cockburn
put themselves forward to represent the CES for the next term. No other persons put themselves forward.
The secret ballot took place and they were elected into office.
The meeting drew to an end with closing statements thanking Tony Ward for stepping in as CES President
in 2015 and holding the fort for the last 3 years. I would like to personally thank each of the Young Leaders
(Andrew Walker, Lucy Hopkins, Jacob Blackwell, Haley Watson, Carl Shepherd and Charlotte
Martin) who attended the CES Meeting for the impeccable manner in which they conducted themselves
over the course of the weekend.
Jad McCormack (National Commissioner)
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The Return of “The Can”
The 5th Lancashire’s Seminole Rover Crew has an old and much coveted trophy known affectionately as
“The Can”. It takes the form of a long since drained, and now somewhat dented, “Party Seven” beer can.
“The Can” has the habit of disappearing for varying periods of time,
then, Tardis like, suddenly reappearing, ready once again to fulfil its
valued purpose. This is to be awarded, on an annual basis, to the
Crew member considered to have perpetrated the most stupid act
during the course of the last twelve months! “The Can” is once
again back in circulation, and was being hotly contended for by two
well deserving Seminoles!
Candidate no: 1 … Neil Tyson.
The Saddleworth moors can be a hostile and unforgiving place when the weather gets
tough. Unrelenting winds and blinding sideways rains can be the folly of many an
experienced outdoorsman if they are not careful! So what could possibly have possessed
Neil Tyson, of all people, to find himself at the top of Dovestones reservoir in what
appeared to be a category 5 hurricane?
Well, to answer this question one must understand that, for the past few months, Neil has endeavoured to
undergo his squireship, and the sponsor he has chosen to help him along on this journey is none other than
the absolute walking and rambling MACHINE that is Graham Gordon! During this time poor Neil has,
unexpectedly, been pushed to his physical and mental limits, and was coming to discover just what the out
in Scouting really means!
For one of these great expeditions, Neil and Graham went on a quick 56
miles “yomp” around the Dovestones-Uppermill-Huddersfield-SheffieldLondon area! It was the worst possible weather imaginable! However, a
true outdoorsman would never be deterred by such petty things as 70mph.
winds and slippy cliff faces. So up they went; zero visibility, zero degrees
temperature. And, in Neil’s case, zero will to live! It wasn’t long before the
bitter cold and the sting of the rain got the better of them, and, with low
visibility, Neil stumbled dangerously close to a cliff edge! Then, with the
Graham beast pushing on hard, suddenly Jelly’s legs turned to … jelly!
Neil lost his footing and began slipping down the cliff!

Saddleworth moors, looking
down on Dovestones reservoir
… on a GOOD day!

Now, at this point a few things went through his mind …
 “How did I get here?”
 “Why did I answer the door at 5 this morning?”
 “Is squireship really worth it?”
… but the most prominent thought going through mind at this moment was actually … “If I’m going to die,
I’m taking him with me!”
Without a moment’s hesitation, he frantically grabbed Graham around the waist and tried to take him with
him into the deep unknown! But Graham, ever the pinnacle of sturdiness, stood strong against Neil’s attempt
to kill him! And, for passers-by, one can only imagine what it looked like, as Graham and Neil were
recreating the famous scene from “Lion King” before their eyes! After the moment had passed, and Graham
had managed to get them down to safety, Neil had time to reflect on his near death experience. Then, with
the skies beginning to clear, Graham was once again ready to march his young squire back up the hills. Neil,
however, was having none of it!
(cont.)
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The Return of “The Can” (cont.)
Candidate no: 2 … Keiran Mountford
A wise man once said: “I will do anything for love, but I won’t do that!” And, in the
case of our newest Crew member – young Keiran – the old lament of the wise and
respected Meatloaf never rang more true! ‘Twas on a sunny spring morning in May
and, upon awakening, I received a peculiar series of messages on my ‘phone. The first
of these was from young Casanova himself, which asked if the Rovers were going to
this year’s Friendship Camp, and, secondly – I quote directly – “Will you tell my mum
I’m going too?”
Now a Scout’s honour is to be trusted, and, having previously helped me get the shopping the day before, I
figured he would like to experience his first camp with the younger generation of the Crew, in order to get
the hang of things. This, however, was not the case … for shortly afterwards I received another series of
messages asking exactly the same questions, but this time they were from his mother. Finding it rather
unusual for two people living under the same roof not to communicate about a camp, I decided to do a little
more investigating!
It turns out young Romeo had found love with a fair maiden in faraway fields, and he had told his mother he
was going to Friendship Camp so that he could escape the shackles of Blackley and ride away with her into
the sunset! Young Keiran, it seemed, HAD LIED TO HIS MOTHER!
Having now discovered that we had both been deceived, myself and Lisa (who is a wonderful person, by the
way) decided to teach young Keiran a lesson, which, for him, meant the next four hours would be pure,
unadulterated torture! Lisa put an immediate stop to his romantic escapades and, with my help, convinced
him that he WILL be going to the camp, and he WILL have a miserable time in the process! Keiran begged
and he pleaded but to no avail, for an angry mother is a force to be reckoned with! While I was busy telling
him to iron his uniform, and that he would be sleeping with the kids this weekend, because he was under 18
and we had no spare tents for him to use, Lisa was busy dragging him, screaming and kicking, to
Sainsbury’s to buy a waterproof jacket and some wellies!
In the next few hours many a frantic message passed between myself and his mother, each more desperate
than the last, as he tried to get himself out of this conundrum … much to our amusement! Meanwhile, his
mother was busy packing his bags for him! Finally, young Romeo snapped! “Don’t listen to my mum, Nick!
She knows nothing!” … “I’m not going camping – it’s -40 out there!” …
“You’re not putting me in a tent with 9 million kids – it’s not happening! …were
No!
just some of the many desperate and frustrated comments coming my way.
Then, to finally cement the lesson firmly in his head, I told them both that I will
be over shortly with the consent forms, and to whisk him off to camp. As I
arrived, sheer panic set in. Keiran locked his front door, threw away the key, ran
upstairs, hid himself in the closet and refused to come out! Then, having been let
into the house by a much more welcoming Lisa, he was finally told that we had
“Anyone seen Keiran?”
been on to him the entire time! Young Keiran had been out-played by people far
more experienced with these shenanigans than he ever will be! So, with a
nervous sigh of relief, Keiran was left to reflect on his series of unwise decisions, and has promised to
NEVER LIE AGAIN!
As for the fair maiden … ask Keiran!
So to end this story, one can say a young man will do many a stupid thing in the pursuit of the fairer sex.
And, in the case of Keiran, it makes for a lesson learned the hard way that is truly worthy of the Seminoles’
annual award for stupidity. So, without more ado, I would like to announce that the 2018 winner of “The
Can” is none other than …. Kieran Mountford!
Nick Waite – RSL, Seminole Rover Crew.
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West Pennine Province Leaders Christmas Meal
Eighteen Leaders, Rangers and Rovers sat down for the 2018 WPP Leaders and Helpers “child free” Xmas
Meal, which, once again, was held at the Boat and Horses pub, beside the Rochdale canal at Chadderton
(Oldham). The cold and drizzle failed to deter anybody from attending, the three course meal, consisting of
traditional Christmas fare, was thoroughly enjoyed, an evening of fun filled, festive frolic was had by all!
During the course of the evening, Seminole RSL, Nick Waite, announced the candidates for his Crew’s
annual “Can” award, referred to in the previous article. “The Can” was awarded in absentia this year, as the
lucky (?) winner, Keiran Mountford, managed to avoid public humiliation, by working away from home in
Wales! No doubt he won’t be quite so lucky at the next Crew meeting he attends!

Special thanks, this year, go to Nat. Horan of the 6th/15th Lancashire Group, for expertly overseeing the allimportant “advanced ordering of the food”! A huge BRAVO goes to her from all concerned.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Did you know … ?
The Romans are known to have used mules to haul boats on their waterways in the UK. Boat horses
were the prime movers of the Industrial Revolution, and a horse, towing a boat with a rope from the
towpath, could pull fifty times as much cargo as it could pull in a cart or wagon on roads. In the early
days of the Canal Age, from about 1740, all boats and barges were towed by horse, mule, hinny, pony
or sometimes a pair of donkeys. Horse-drawn boats were used well into the 1960s on UK canals for
commercial transport, and are still used today in the tourist industry, by passenger trip boats and other
pleasure traffic.
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National Commissioner’s Annual Report – 2018
GDPR
The new GDPR legislation came into effect on 25th May 2018, the new legislation provides greater
rights, greater transparency and firmer controls. You should now have received GDPR Training from
your Province Commissioner. For the small amount of data we hold if you stick by the following
principles you shouldn’t have any issues.
 If you don’t need it, don’t keep it
 If you need it, keep it safe
 Keep paper documents under lock and key
 Keep electronic data secure
NVQ Update
In June 2018 we completed the content of the NVQ modules, also the structure and format was agreed
and submitted to Sean Hayes (GQA) who is our external consultant on this. We are currently waiting on
what the next steps should be from Sean but unfortunately the last couple of months he has been
completely taken up with his involvement in a matter that I cannot go into the details of. I spoke with
Sean on 20th Sept 2018 and he hopes to be able to pick this up again in October. Chris. Bonsall has
been an integral part of this work and I would like to thank him for the time and effort he has put into
this task on behalf of the FSE.
Rover/Ranger Centenary Camp 2018
The FSE (BA) held the Rover/Ranger Centenary Camp at the Patshull Activity Centre (Wolverhampton)
over the May bank holiday weekend. It was a great long bank holiday weekend and I could talk about
all the activities that took place but I’d rather talk about the rain……
Following an enjoyable afternoon in Wolverhampton the Rovers/Rangers returned to site and then the
rain, thunder and lightning came….flash floods. I can safely say in 40 years of camping this was in the
top three I’ve ever experienced. During this torrential storm, our Dutch friends Mark, Mandy and young
Luuk had set off home to catch their ferry. Shortly after their departure a call from Mark was received at
the camp to say that they had become stranded in a flood and the water was rising. To see a number of
Rovers and Rangers drop whatever it was they were doing and rally around, pick up ropes, spades and
anything else they thought might help, jump in the Impeeza and Pynot Minibus and set off to help
….well if you want to sum up 100 years of Rovering then there it was. A big thanks to Jonathan
Sanderson (and team) for organising this event.
FSE Events and Visits
As is always the case all the usual National and Province events took place this year and many thanks to
all those people involved in organising them, there are too many to mention. This year’s Yorkshire
Rally brought 135 FSE members together the highest number for many a year. All 4 sections of the PL
Training Course have been organised during 2018 and extremely well attended, at the time of writing
three have been completed and the final session is planned for Oct. Thanks to Tadge for making this
happen. The FSE Dinner Dance 2018 was hosted by the Impeesa and Pynot Rover Crew in March, a
fantastic night with the crew raising £500 on the night to be donated to the Ashgate Hospital.
Kimlaw Trust
Just a short note to say that grants are still available from the Kimlaw Trust.
First Aid Training
This is something that the members of the FSE had requested and we are now in a position to deliver
this wherever required. Thanks to James Watkinson for taking this role on.
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National Commissioner’s Annual Report – 2018 (cont.)
Awards
During the last 12 months we have had the great pleasure of presenting the following Awards:
Wood Badge:
 Charlotte Martin (6th/15th Lancashire)
Baden Powell Award:
 Tom Fisher (7th/8th Cambridgeshire)
Wolf Cub Awards:
 Amelia Wood (3rd/4th Derbyshire)
 Isobel Bagnall (3rd/4th Derbyshire)
 Josh Bagnall (3rd/4th Derbyshire)
 Alice Forsyth (1st/2nd Derbyshire)
 Liam Dolphin-Yates (1st/2nd Derbyshire)
 Cara Hallam (3rd/4th Derbyshire)
 Eva Miles (3rd/4th Derbyshire)
 Hattie Kitchen (3rd/4th Derbyshire)
 Jessica Robertson (3rd/4th Derbyshire)
Finances
Just a short note to say the FSE (BA) finances are in very good shape

CES OVERVIEW
CES Meeting 2017
Last year’s CES meeting was held in Vilnius, Lithunia. Minutes of the meeting are available for anyone
interested. During the meeting the FSE (BA) suggested to the Council that we should consider
expanding the CES Bureau to allow the work of the CES to be shared as the burden on 3 people has
been taking its toll. It was agreed the financial role should become a part of the Bureau and that other
roles should be discussed by member countries and brought to the 2018 meeting. A working group was
set-up to look at the future of the CES. They will report back at this year’s CES Meeting.
The FSE (BA) invited the CES member countries to attend the Rover/Ranger Centenary Camp. The
FSE (BA) also made the offer to host the 2021 Eurojam, this was met with rapturous applause. We are
expected to present a pre-proposal at the Confederal Council 2018 at which point the Council will
decide whether or not to award Eurojam 2021 to FSE (BA).

The National Team
National Committee and HQ Commissioners
The team has yet again done fantastic work during the last 12 months and my sincerest thanks go to
each one of them. Their dedication is second to none, as well as running their own
colonies/packs/troops/crews and being involved in the running of their groups, they all have jobs to go
to, families to support and yet they still find the time to support the National Leadership and me. I can’t
thank them enough!
Young Leaders Representative
Charlotte Martin stepped down from this role in Jan 2018 and the role is still currently vacant, anyone
wishing to discuss the role, please let me know.
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Gone home to God

Gone home to God
Joan Hoyle – 1st February 2018

Thank You
It just remains for me to say thank-you to all of you Leaders, Instructors and Rovers/Rangers for all the
time, effort and commitment that you give running your Otters, Wolf Cubs, Scouts and Rover/Ranger
sections and all the associated events and activities that go along with that.
I say this year on year…..without the children we wouldn’t have much of an Association, but without
you guys, we wouldn’t have one at all. Thank you!
Jad. McCormack - FSE National Commissioner (British Association)
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FSE (UK) 2019 CALENDAR

The Great War … 28th July, 1914 – 11th November, 1918
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The Great War … 28th July, 1914 – 11th November, 1918

In Flanders Fields
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place, and in the sky,
the larks, still bravely singing, fly,
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead; short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe!
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high!
If yea break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
LESTfields.
WE FORGET
In Flanders

John McCrea … 1872 - 1918

LEST WE FORGET
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